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Iredell Advocacy Academy on Substance Abuse Awareness & Recovery
Calls for Nominations to the 2010-11 Class
Community Leaders Invited to Attend a Leaders’ Breakfast

to Learn about the Academy
Statesville, NC — Community Leaders are invited to attend a community leader breakfast starting at 8:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 18 in Little Joe’s Chapel on the campus of Barium Springs Home for Children. This gathering
will focus on an initiative launched last year to help Iredell County address the serious impact that addictive
disease is having on the community.

“This meeting is the first step in recruiting members for the 2010-2011 Advocacy Academy. Last year, thirteen
citizen volunteers were selected to participate. Those members learned about addictive disease and then
developed individual and group projects to help address the devastating impacts of addiction. The success of this
first Academy showed such promise, that Crossroads has committed staff resources to continue this community
empowerment project in Iredell County,” said David Swann, area director and CEO for Crossroads.

“Iredell County has a silent epidemic eating away its resources; destroying families, damaging businesses, giving
raise to criminal acts, hindering children’s success, and taking lives prematurely. This epidemic is growing as our
economy continues to struggle. If it were cancer, diabetes, or heart disease, we would be outraged to know that.
there are 9,599 adults in Iredell County who have a serious health problem and only about 8% are receiving
professional services. The cost-impact of addictive disease is astronomical. More than $12 billion in direct and
indirect costs resulting from drug and alcohol addiction were tabulated for North Carolina in 2004, and of course,
a price tag cannot be placed on the value of lives damaged and destroyed by this disease. The Advocacy
Academy is a proven community empowerment process and Crossroads is honored to support this effort through
our staff resources. We need businesses and organizations to step forward to nominate change agents to
become members of the Academy and take an active role in helping remove the barriers to effective treatment
and support for those with addictive disease,” noted Swann.

Anyone interested in attending the community leader breakfast to learn more about the Academy, or wanting
additional information should contact the Catherine Arnold, Director of Information and Communications for
Crossroads at carnold@crossroadsbhc.org or call 336-835-1001 ext 1106. Reservations for the community
leader breakfast must be made by August 13. Nominations for the Academy due by August 31. To learn more
about the Academy and to access an application form, visit the Crossroads web site at www.crossroadsbhc.org
and click on SA Academy.

Crossroads Behavioral Healthcare is the Local Managing Entity for mental health, developmental
disabilities, and substance abuse services in Iredell, Surry, and Yadkin counties. Crossroads is responsible
for the management and oversight of the public system of behavioral healthcare at the community level.
Crossroads plans, develops, implements, and monitors services to ensure that consumers in our
communities have access to quality, appropriate, and timely care.
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